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THE 7 | 
EMPEROR's 


COMMISSORIAL DECREE, 
pens 


F Frankfort, Auguſt 12, 1744. 


E are now in the judgment 
* of the wiſeſt people here 
«at acrifis, and the fate of 
Germany at leaſt muſt be 
very ſoon determined. It is ſo com- 
* mon a thing for news- papers to abuſe 
* and deceive ſtrangers with relations 
" from hence, that it is hoped the publick 
B gg: -= * will 


(6) 
* will receive, with ſatisfaction an ac- 
count grounded upon facts, and ſup- 
e ported by original papers, which pa- 
* pers are authentick acts of ſtate, the au- 


e thority of which cannot be ſuſpected 
<« ordiſputed, et 


A report has for ſome time prevailed 
« here, that new and better terms had 
<« been propoſed to his Imperial Majeſty, 
by the courts of —— and ———, 
ce then he had received ſince the war began. 
« The ſubſtance of theſe propofitions are 
« ſaid to have been an offer of the upper 
et Auſtria, as a depoſit, till an equivalent 
ce could be conquered from France, for 
« all his Imperial Majeſty's pretenſions; 
c and at the ſame time he was to have a 
te conſiderable annual ſublidy, till things 
© were entirely ſettled to his ſatisfaction; 
ce which terms his Imperial Majeſty is ſaid 
& to have rejected, and to have declared 
« that he meant to enter into no treaty, 
ce but in conjunction with his allies. This 
<« js the only hearſay ſhall be inſerted in 
this account, and ] inſert it barely as an 
e jntroduction to the matters of fact Which 
te are to follow. 5 


What⸗- 
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te Whatever offers have been made to 
te his Imperial Majeſty, or however he 
t may have treated them, it is certain, 
t that he never intended to deſert his 
ec allies,” or to accept of terms preſcribed 
tc to him, while deprived of his heredi- 
< tary dominions; nor was it ever pro- 
© bable that his allies ſhould deſert him, 
* or that the princes of the empire, whe 
ce ſo unanimouſly agreed in railing him to 
« the Imperial throne, ſhould fee him 
either expell'd from thence, or treated 
«© while he far thereon wich indignity. 


A 


e There has been much talk of allian- 
ec ces, neutral armies, armies of the em» 
« pire, and whatever elſe the ſuſpicion 
ce of a negociation, not to be penetrated : 
* could ſuggelt ; but the days of darkneſs 
* are now at an end, the myſtery is te- 
« vealed, and the iſſue of thoſe impor- 
© tant negociations is at laſt burſt into 
tc light. ; NS | 

e In few and plain words, on the 8th 
* of this month, the ratifications were ex- 
*© changed here about one in the after- 
* noon, of the TREATY OF UNION be- 
te ween his Imperial Majeſty the king of 
* Pruſſia; the elector Palatine, and the 
| DB 4 king 


483. 
« king of Sweden, as landgrave of He of 
« Cafſel, This treaty conſiſts of no more 
« than fix articles, and will very ſoon be 
« made public. All the electors are invi- 
te ted to acceed thereto, as are alſo the 
te other princes and ſtates of the empire. 


The day before this i important event, 
« the director of the electorate of Mentz, 
« carried to the dictature his Imperial 
«© Majeſty's COMMISSORIAL DECREE. It 
« is reported, that this inſtrument ap- 
ce pear'd to that miniſter, of ſo extraor- 
& dinary a nature, and of ſuch high im- 
% portance, that he thought proper to 
« carry it in perſon to his own court, in 
cc order to receive inſtructions; but be that 
te as it will, this Commiſſorial Decree has 
been actually carried to the dictature 
« of the Empire, and is as follows.” 


The 
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The rranſlation of his Imp erial 
Majeſty's Commiſſorial Dan 


addreſſed to the diet 5 the 
Empire. 


N the part of the Emperor, our 
moſt gracious lord Charles VII. 
his Highneſs Prince Alexander 
Ferdinand de la Tour and Taxis, &c. &c. 
&c. principal commiſſary of his Imperial 
Majeſty, is in duty obliged to make 
known unto the illuſtrious counſellors, a 
ambaſſadors and envoys of the electors, 

princes and ſtates here preſent, that they 
muſt have it freſh in their memory, how 
his Imperial Majeſty, on the ſubje& of 
a certain proteſtarion, (for ſo it was call'd) 
of the court of Vienna, which was in- 
truded, and in a manner unheard of in 
the 8 empire, carried On the 23d 
of September, to the publick dictature 
of the empire, before his Imperial Majeſty 
would, conformable to the laws of the 
empire, by his Imperial authority, teſ- 
tify his juſt reſentment of ſo hardy an out- 
rage on his Imperial Majeſty and the 
whole Roman empire, moſt graciouſly de- 
clared 


1-16 ) 
clared by his Commiſſurial Decree of the 
eleventh of December in the preceding 
year, addreſs'd to the diet of the Empire 
with moſt reſplendent moderation, requi- 
ring before all things their advice, how, 


and after what manner, che moit high 


Imperial authority, and the honour of 
the whole Empire might be recovered 
and ſuſtained; and once for all, the ne- 


ceſſary ſecurity eſtabliſhed againſt all ſuch 


like | injurious attempts. 


But while his "Mas Majeſty has been 


attending, with moſt evident forbearance, 

the advice of the empire, the court of Vi- 
enna, inſtead of behaving as became an 
eſtate of the empire, has heaped abuſe 


upon abuſe, and continued her preceeding 


inſults, by new writings, void of reſpect, 
and in a ſtile moſt indecent, very oppoſite 
to thoſe of legal pieces, deſticute of the 
honourable ticles uſually given, and of 
right due to the diet of the empire, and 
ſigned only by a miniſter, whoſe miniſtry 
was not appropriated to, or admitted, or 
acknowledged by the diet; who never- 
theleſs found means to carry theſe pieces, 


dated the third and fixth of July, ro the 


dictature, in which there are expreſſions 
the moſt indecent, and that moſt ſenſibly 
Attack: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ö 


fant 

attack his Imperial Majeſty, tending part- 
ly to excite the electors, princes, and ſtates 
of the empire, to illicite alliances againſt 
their elected and ſupreme head, and to 
animate them againſt him, to deſtroy the 
union which ought to ſubſiſt between the 
bead and the nembers, and conſequently 


to ruin and totally overturn the whole 
conſtitution of the empire. 


That his Imperial Majeſty 4 
and expreſſing once for all his lawful re- 
ſentment, agreeable to the conſtitutions 
of the empire, and not being able in con- 
ſequence of his office of Emperor, decla- 
ring from the fullneſs of Imperial power, 
improper, inadmiſſible and null, the pro- 
teſtation carried to the dictature, the 
twenty third of September in the preceed- 
ing year, as injurious in the higheſt de- 
gree, to the majeſty, the dignity Gs 
of the emperor of the Romans, and the 
grandeur of the whole empire ; and alſo 
to cancel and render void, by his impe- 
rial authority, the additions to the proteſ- 
tation dictated the third and fixth of Fu- 

ly in the preſent year, being no leſs illicit, 
contrary to the laws, indecent and outra- 
geous to the emperor and the empire, be 
| alſo invalid, null and of no virtue, as by 


theſe 
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theſe preſents they are delared in the 


ſtrongeſt manner, as all things muſt in 


their nature that areagainſt and repugnant 
to the laws. BO Sd 


His Imperial Majeſty moſt graciouſly. 
expecting hereby from the electors, prin- 
ces, and ſtares, that from the glory of their 
ſupreme head, as alſo in maintainance of 


the fundamenral laws of the empire, and 


from a zealous ſpirit of Germanick patrio- 
tiſm, ſeeing that his Imperial Majeſty, 
purſuant to the capitulation of his elec- 
tion, neither pretends to hinder, nor will 
hinder, any ſtace from bringing before 
the reſt their juſt complaints, provided 
they are conceived in proper terms ; and 


that on the other hand, the electors, 
princes, and ſtates, from the light of their 


great penetration, diſapproving theſe in- 
decent writings, in which the election of 
his Imperial Majeſty, made by the un- 
animous ſuffrages of the electors, who 
transferred thereby to him the imperial 
dignity, is not acknowledged, the vali- 
dity of the diet is call'd in queſtion, and 


in which an attempt is made to break the 


connection that ought ro ſubſiſt be- 
tween the head and the members, and by 


confequence to overturn the iyſtem of the 


empire; 


({13: )) 
empire; and that they will alſo take part 
in what his Imperial Majeſty moſt graci- 
ouſly cauſes to be made known, as it ought: 
to be, to them, by his electoral highneſs of 
Ments, as arch-chancellor on the ſubject 
of this illegal and invalid dictature, and 
that farther, in conjunction with his Im- 
perial Majeſty, who in all things prefers 
to his private advantage the weal publick 
of the empire, they will think of the 
means moſt proper to diſſipate the effects, 
which ſuch enterpriſes may have at pre- 
ſent, and thereby prevent * ever being 
in times to come. 


„„ ae L. 8. 
Done at Frankfort Alex. Prince of Tour 
this 29 July 1744. and Taxis. 
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« Tt is very clear from the nature and 

t purport of this decree, that his Impe- 
« rial Majeſty is determined to bring the 
« thing to the reſt, in order to diſcover, 
„ whether the electors, princes, and ſtates 
of the empire mean to maintain and 
« ſupport his dignity, and their own ; 
6 © e to the conſtitution of the em- 

« pire, or whether, tho' no longer cloa- = 
« thed with Imperial dignity, they are 
« reſolved to court the favour, ſubmit 
« to the pleaſure, and revive the laws 
“ which the houſe of Auſtria thinks fit 
«to PRs __ chem, | 


It cannot be delicved, that a prince 
ce ſo wiſe, ſo prudent, and ſo moderate, 
tc as his Imperial Majeſty has always 
« ſhewn himſelf to be, ſhould adventure 
« on ſo bold a ſtep as chis, without having 
« ſome previous indication of the diet; 
« and we have the rather reaſon thus to 
© conceive an account of the motions vi- 
« fible among the troops of a great prince, 
et who has always joined to the moſt ſin- 
« cere and reſpectful attachment to the 

« perſon of his Imperial Majeſty, the 
i warmeſt, and moſt dutiful affection to 
te the conſticution of the Empire, 
; "= 00 


= 


« This prince, the deſcription of whoſe 
“ qualities render it needleſs and unnes 
© ceſlary to name him, ſhews a viſible in- 
c clination to unſheath his ſword, not to 
e deſtroy, but to reſtore peace, and to 
ce employ the mighty troops he is able to 
&« raiſe through his extended dominions 
ce in ſupport of the emperor, and on be- 
« half of the empire, notwithſtanding 
<« his being warmly ſollicited to prefer 
e private and particular intereſt to the 
« publick ſafety. | 


ce But the reaſons on which his conduct 

ce is grounded, will much better appear 
c by tranſcribing the four firſt pages of 
te an authentick piece lately printed, and 
te publiſhed at Berlin, for the ſatisfaction 
« of the whole world, and to demonſtrate 
the piety and diſintereſtedneſs of that 
** moſt potent prince, to whoſe ſeaſonable 
<« interpoſition, Europe in general, and the 
e empire in particular will ſhortly owe 4 
& ſettled and a ſolid peace. 


This extroardinary and ſurprizing ma- 
* nifeſto, contains no more than eight 
pages in quarto, and is publiſhed 

35535 in 
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« in defence of the operations, which, at 
* the head of his numerous army, this 


c monarch is about immediately to un- 


« Jerrake, The title of which runs in = 


c the following terms: 


ws 7 iew of the Moti ves which have 
obliged the King (of Pruſſia) to 
grant Auxiliaries unta his Im- 


perial Majeſty. 


IS Majeſty being no longer able to 

H behola with indifference, the trou- 
bles that deſolate Germany, after 
having tried to no purpoſe every poſſible 
method for reconciling them, believes 
himſelf obliged to make uſe of that force, 
which God hath intruſted him with, for 
re-eſtabliſhing peace and order, for re- 
ſtoring vigour unto the laws and conſtitu - 

tions, and his juſt autkerirp to the head of 
the empire. 


Ever ſince the factels the Hungarian 
troops have had in Bavaria, the queen of 
Hungary, far, very far, from uſing that 
equity and moderation which was fit and 
convenient, has treated the hereditary 


domini- 


1 
dominions of the emperor with a harſh- 


neſs that is intolerable, and a crummy ne- 
ver before heard of. 


That princeſs and her allies have con- 
_ ceived deſigns demonſtrative of their 
boundleſs ambition, the pernicious ſcope 
of which, is forever to ſubjugate and en- 
chain the Germanicł liberty, which has 
been for more than an age paſt, the prin- 


Cipal object of the dangerous policy of the 
houſe of Auſtria. 


we need only examine the matters of 
fact, which have fallen out within theſe 
two years paſt, in order to be convinced, 
and to ſee clearly, that the court of Vien- 
na in all its demands, has acted in a man- 
ner entirely oppoſite to the known laws 
and eſtabliſhed conſtitutions of the Ger- 


man W ane 


Sermany has ſeen herſelf overwhelm'd 
by foreign troops, which have been ſub- 
ſiſted to the great detriment of the neutral 
princes of the empire, and have marched 
here and there, without ſending the uſual 
leccers requiſitorial. 


C | The © - 
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"he queen of Hungary has concluded 
alliances, in order to indemnify certain 
powers for the extraordinary aſſiſtance 
they have granted her, which have con- 
ſiſted partly in fiefs of the empire, and 
partly in the hopes given of certain bi- 
ſhopricks, which are ſtates of the empire. 


The generals of that ind have 
thought fit, by force, to make themſelves 
maſters of imperial towns; her miniſters 
have preſumed to menace and threaten 
ſome electors, and have endeavoured to 
ſeduce others, in order by this means to 
cverturn this republick, compoſed of ſo 
many ſovereigns; the ſole union of which 
among themſelves, hath enabled chem, to 
this very day, to ſuſtain undiſſolved the 
many convulſions by which they have 
been ſhaken. 


To how bigh, to how ſtrange a degree, 
has the publick faith been treated with 
contempt by the open and notorious 
breach of the capitulation of Branau ; by 
the attacking the imperial troops under 
the walls of imperial and neutral cities, 
and under the protection of the fortreſſes 


of the empire; and all this in order to 


drive them out of the limits of the em- 
pire, | 


* 19 
pire, of which however their maſter is the 


ſole and undifputed head. Be it i 
known, Ko. 


« Such are the © Rinkibi aligned by this 
te great prince and conſummate politician 
for betaking himſelf to arms, that he 
may prevent a new ipundation of fo- 
© reigners from pouring into the heart of 
« diftreſs'd Germany under ſpecious pre- 
% tences, While the French, who are as 
„ Jawful auxiliaries to the emperor as any 

** other foreign power can be to the prin- 

e ceſs his competitor with reſpect to the 
e ſucceſſion of the late emperor Charles 
« VI. of glorious memory, were till 
within the bounds of the German em- 
. pire, his Prufian majeſty remain d 
* quiet, that he might avoid the od ium 
« of joining with ſtrangers, to oppreſs the 
&« German liberty ; but now, when the 
« French have in the moſt. public man- 
« ner declar'd, that they leave the deci- 
« ſion of German diſputes, to the deciſion 
of the diet of the empire, to which 
« they properly and of right belong, his 
e Priiſſian majeſty, as a good German, re- 
<« ſolves to employ his power to prevent 
* freſh In vaſions, which might entirely 
C £ anni- 
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ee 


« annihilate the ancient conſtitution of 
* the empire, in order to give it a new 
„ form, better ſuited to the ambition of 
* thoſe by whom theſe ſtrangers are called 
620, - :” 


* It:is not however to be expected, that 
< even this wiſe, this generous; this beroic 
* conduct, ſhould give ſatisfaction to all; 


« but it may be reaſonably expected, that 


* what injurious qolours ſoever thoſe wo 
* diſlike 1t, may endeavour to give thereto, 


<« jt will have itsdefir'd effect, by obliging 


e ſuch as have hitherto refuſed upon any 
« terms to think of peace, now to em- 
t brace it upon thoſe that are fair and 
te equal, leaving to all their juſt rights, 
and reſtoring to the head and chief of 
«© the empire his hereditary dominions, 
ee upon Which there are no claims, to 
c which no pretenſions were, or even can 


ebe made, tho' the inhabitants of them 


© have been treated in ſo outrageous a 

ei manner. %%% 

« In order to give ſome idea of the 

« conſequences which may be expected 
from this great and ſudden enterprize, 

of ſo wiſe, ſo powerful, and ſo martial 

a prince; | ſhall cloſe this account 1 
| tne 


_— . - 
the following relation of what paſſed at 
Vienna before his Pruſian majeſty's 
e intentions were ſo full, or ſo thoroughly 
„ Known ; tho' without doubt that court 


** could not be ignorant either of his in- 
** clinations, or his engagements to ſup- 
sport his Imperial Majeſty,in conjunction 
„with other German potentates, who 
have the ſame tender ſentiments, with 
c reſpe& to the diſtteſſes of their native 
a 


A Private Letter from Vienna. 
Vienna, Auguſt 5. 


- - I H E councils and conferences 
1 held here, have been more fre- 
quent within theſe few days, 

than they were wont to be in as many 

months. Yeſterday there was one held 
at count Staremberg's, during which the 
queen received a courier from prince 

Charles of Lorrain. Her majeſty having 

read the diſpatches, ſer out immediately 

from Schoenbron, and went directly to the 
palace of count Staremberg, where the 
miniſters were ſtill aſſembled; and thecon- 
ference laſted after her Majeſty's arrival 
till three o'clock, e 


There 


| G& 22 % 
There has not however a ſyllable tran- 
ſpir'd either as to the ſubject of theſe con- 
FA erences, or of thoſe which had been held 
ſome days before. Vet it is certain never- 
theleſs, that they roll'd chiefly on the new 
motions of the Pruſſian troops in Szlefia, 
and on the advices received from all ſides, 
that they had receiv'd orders to hold 
themſelves in readineſs to march at a mi- 
nute's warning, as well as that they were 
aſſembling in the county of Glatz a pro- 
digious number of carriages and draught 
horſes. 


It looks as if a new invaſion was ap- 
prehended either on Bohemia or Moravia, 
becauſe immediately after this intelli- 
gence arrived, two engineers ſet out, each 
attended by a train of canoneers and bom- 
bardiers, one for. Brinn the ſtrongeſt 
place we have in Moravia; the other for 
Prague, which is perhaps thought of the 
twyo to be in the greateſt danger. Freſh 
orders were at the ſame time ſent to 
prince Charles, and to count Bathiani, to 
acquaint the firſt with this ſuprizing turn 
of affairs, and to order the latter to hold 
himſelf in readineſs to march immediately, 
with the forces under his command, into 
Bobemia, whenever the circumſtances of 
affairs 


23 ) 
affairs might PROM it. Two couriers 
were at the ſame time diſpatched to N 
cow, one by the way of Peterſburgh, the 
other through Poland, who is to take his 
paſſage by Kiou. That which gives us the 
moſt ſenſible concern, in the midſt of all 
theſe confuſions, is the impoſſibility we 
now labour under of being able to ſupply 
prince Charles of Lorrain with the ſuc- 
cours he demands and expects, in order to 
improve the advantages which he has al- 


ready gain'd over the enemies of the houſe 
of Auſtria. 


© If ſuch are the events that have at- 
4 tended the very dread of his Pruffian 
* majeſty's taking up arms, in behalf of 
his Imperial Majeſty, and in purſuance 
e of the engagements he has entered into, 
Ein behalt of the empire, in conjunction 
* with the other princes who are con- 
te tracting parties in the treaty of union, 
„ what are we not to expect when his 
„ manifeſto is publiſhed, not only through 
*© Germany, but through all Europe, and 
<« when at the ſame time his majeſty is in 
c action, at the head of go, ooo of the 
« fineſt troops that Europe has ſeen ? 

© There ſeems to be great expectation 
4 ſome courts, of extraordinary aſſiſ- 
g 5 tancę 
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tance from the North; and yet accord- 
e ing to the lateſt intelligence. that we 


have received by the way of Hamburgh, 


things do not appear in any ſuch fitua- | * 
tion. As to Sweden, the late alliance © 


contracted with Pruſſia, ſeems to have 


ſecured the ſucceſſor; and as to the pre- 
ſent poſſeſſor of the throne, he is actu- 


ally a contracting party in che treaty of 
union ; ſo that his Imperial Majeſty has 


forely little reaſon ro fear any thing 


from that quarter. As to the court of 
Denmark, it is at preſent diſarm'd, and 


ſeems determined to perſiſt in that neu- E 


tral diſpoſition, which it bath hitherto 
maintain'd amidſt all the troubles of 
Germany. | 

« It remains then that Ruſſia or Poland, - 
or as ſome ſay both in conjunction, 


* port 


4 


ſhould attempt to invade Germany. Bur = 


why? What occaſion has the emperor ' 
given to either? Beſides we have good 
grounds to believe; thac the former 
raking advantage of the peace lately 


concluded with Sweden, is about to 
make a great reduction of its forces;and 
as to the latter, when had 1 It any forces 


co ſpare Fe 7 5 
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